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ST BERNADETTE'S PRIMARY SCHOOL

 TERM 2,  WEEK 8,  21 JUNE 2018

NEWSLETTER
Dear families of St Bernadette?s,

Today you will receive your child?s Mid Year Report. Here are some important 
reminders for mums and dads of children in Years 1-6, as you interpret the report - remember ?C? 
is the grade standard and don?t forget to look at your child?s ?Effort? for each Key Learning Area. 
As I?ve mentioned before, the conversation a parent would have with their child who has 
received a C and has ?Outstanding? Effort would be a very different conversation to the one where 
a child receives a C for example, and receives an ?Improvement Needed? for Effort. 
This is a great time to connect with your child and have a valuable discussion about 
their growth and how they can continue to improve their learning.

This communication between school and home continues next week with Parent Teacher 
interviews. These interviews are an ideal opportunity to celebrate your child?s achievements 
and identify any direction for the remainder of the year. I thank our dedicated staff for 
their hard work during this assessment and reporting period.

Last week, Years 5 and 6 went on an overnight excursion to Canberra. This excursion was 
subsidised by the Australian Government through the Pacer contribution and by the P & F. 
While it was very chilly in the nation?s capital, it was a real delight to see the students 
excited and so well behaved, as they represented our school. I would like to thank 
Mrs Anna Beard, Miss Simone Farago, Mrs Lisa Gerrard, Mrs Kerrie Kavanagh and 
Mr Anthony Kensell for all their hard work and support in caring for the children while we were 
away. Their time away from their own families is deeply appreciated. On a personal note, 
I was very proud of our students as they received several compliments on their behaviour 
and thoughtfulness towards others in various venues throughout the trip.

Finally, congratulations to the following children who received their First Holy Communion recently 
Angelica B, Emily B, Marie Elise B, Molly C, Chloe D, Janelle L,

Jessica L, Jada N, Lenita T S, Eamon B, Rex B, Sereno C, Jacob L, 
Lucas N, Christian M, Miguel M, Ryan R, Mary T, Rebecca K.

Wishing you God?s blessings  
Mary Ann Gatt-Petrini
Principal

FROM  THE PRINCIPAL... . . . . . . . . . . . .

Cox Crescent, Dundas Valley 2117
Phone: 8846 2600  |  Facsimile: 8846 2699 
Email: dundasvalley@parra.catholic.edu.au
Website:www.stbernadettesdundas.catholic.edu.au 

Parish: Father Christopher Sharah 
Phone: 9871 4414  |  Facsimile: 9871 1151 
Email: neversdv@bigpond.com
Website: friarsofstfrancis.org

Our attendance 
percentage to date is: 

91.3%

http://dundasvalley@parra.catholic.edu.au 
http://dundasvalley@parra.catholic.edu.au 
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Fr iday 22 June   

No Mass 

Fr iday 29 June   
Mass and 

Reconcil iat ion 
Year  5 

Jerem y F, 
Daniel M, Liam  M

Fr iday 6 July
Whole School Mass 

Year  4 

Xavier  R, Bar t osz L, 
Just ine M, Liam  M, 

Jerem y F

      

WEEKEND
MASSES

Sat urday 23 June 
5:30pm  

Jessica E, 
Daniel M, Liam  M

                             

  

Sunday 24 June   
8:00am  

Lucas R                                                                     
 

 Sunday 24 June 
9:30am                 

Jerem y F, 
Xavier  R, Rick  A

     

Sat urday 30 June 
5:30pm   

 

Sam  F,             
Brandon N        

Sunday 1 July 
8:00am

  

Liam  M                                 

Sunday 1 July  
9:30am                            
Lucas R,           

Just ine M, Rick  A

UPCOM ING ACTIVITIES FOR WEEKS 9 AND 10

 
WEEK 

9

MONDAY
25 JUNE

Parent Teacher 
Interviews 

 Pizza Meal 
Deal Orders 

Due

TUESDAY 
26 JUNE 

Parent Teacher 
Interviews 

WEDNESDAY  
27 JUNE               

Linda's Lunches 

Parent Teacher 
Interviews  

THURSDAY 
28 JUNE 

Parent Teacher 
Interviews  

FRIDAY
29 JUNE
Mass and 

Reconciliation Year 5
9:00am  

Pizza Meal Deal

SCHOOL
MASSES

LITURGY ROSTER

REM INDERS  

TOMORROW
FRIDAY 22 JUNE 

  
*  8:30am 

School Banking 
 *  2:30pm
Assembly 

WEEK 
10

MONDAY 
2 JULY 

 

TUESDAY 
3 JULY  

 

WEDNESDAY
4 JULY 

Linda's Lunches 

THURSDAY 
5 JULY  

FRIDAY 
6 JULY 

School Banking 
8:30am

 
Whole School Mass  
(Year 4)   9:00am

Assembly 2:30pm  
                                  

End of  Term 2  
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE PREVIEW
Sunday, June 24 2018: The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist - Mass during the day

Year  B

Lk 1:57-66. 80

John is h is nam e.
When Elizabeth gave birth to a son, the whole village was quite certain that the child 
would be called Zechariah after his father. But Elizabeth resisted and Zechariah had 
no hesitation in writing, ?His name is John?. This caused great consternation in the 
village. This could only mean that more shocking breaks with tradition were to come. 
And in the last verse of today?s Gospel, we learn that this now young man is not 
preparing for priestly service at the Temple!

He is out in the wilderness! He has adopted the lifestyle of the most marginal, living 
outside settled existence where tradition suffocates.

Pope Francis constantly urges us to be challenged by those existing on the margins. 
This encompasses not only those who are suffering exclusion, injustice or who are 
simply without the necessities of life. © Fr Michael Tate.

Congratulations to the Likobo Family  ( Isabelle and Eva)  

who have welcomed a new baby brother , Alex. 
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First Holy  Communion

Congratulations to the students from our  school who made 

their  First Holy  Communion on Sunday 10 June.

Angelica B

Emily  B

M ar ie Elise B

M olly  C

Chloe D

Janelle L

Jessica L

Jada N

Lenita T S

Eamon B

Rex B

Sereno C

Jacob L

Lucas N

Chr istian M

M iguel M

Ryan R

M ary T 

Rebecca K

We would l ike to congratulate Heidi S as she wil l  be making her  First Holy  Communion this Sunday.
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 HAPPY BI RT HD AY

SCHOOL NEWS

SCHOOL DATES
TERM 2 CONCLUDES: FRIDAY 6TH JULY 2018 
TERM 3 BEGINS: MONDAY 23 JULY 2018

PLAY EQUIPMENT 
A rem inder  t hat  all children are t o be supervised by an adult  while enjoying t he school 
play equipm ent  af t er  school.

Children should not  be r iding scoot ers and bikes on school grounds. This act ivit y is best  
done eit her  at  hom e or  a park , not  at  school.

 REM INDER
A rem inder  t o parent s when your  child ar r ives t o school in t he m orning af t er  t he  
bell t hat  r ings at  8:55am , you w il l  need t o br ing your  child int o t he of f ice so you 
are able t o sign t hem  in.  

Jaiden Y - 21/06 Lily M - 22/06 Elena M - 26/06

Gabr iel El R - 27/06 Anna M - 28/06 Hannah C - 28/06 Travis V - 29/06

Jessica L - 02/07 Janelle L - 02/07 Pat r ick  N - 02/07 Skye T - 03/07

http://www.stbernadettesdundas.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now
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As mentioned in a previous newsletter, throughout the year we will be sharing with you what we are doing in class in 
regards to unpacking Scripture passages. We as a school, are using the Parramatta CEO model, the ?Senses of 
Scripture?, which is broken down into 3 areas, Literal, Spiritual and Application. Today I provide a breakdown of this 
Sunday?s Gospel Luke 1:57-66. 80 John is his name, The birth of John the Baptist using the ?Senses of Scripture?.  

Lk 1:57-66. 80 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

John is his name 

The time came for Elizabeth to have her child, and she gave birth to a son; and when her neighbours and relations 
heard that the Lord had shown her so great a kindness, they shared her joy. 

Now on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; they were going to call him Zechariah after his father, but his 
mother spoke up. ?No,? she said ?he is to be called John.? They said to her, ?But no one in your family has that name?, 
and made signs to his father to find out what he wanted him called. The father asked for a writing tablet and wrote, 
?His name is John.? And they were all astonished. At that instant his power of speech returned and he spoke and 
praised God. All their neighbours were filled with awe and the whole affair was talked about throughout the hill country 
of Judaea. All those who heard of it treasured it in their hearts. ?What will this child turn out to be?? they wondered. 
And indeed the hand of the Lord was with him. The child grew up and his spirit matured. And he lived out in the 
wilderness until the day he appeared openly to Israel.

LEARNING M ATTERS

Lit eral 
Who? What? Where? When?

Retell the story, events.

Spir it ual 
How does it reveal Jesus? God? 

Holy Spirit? What Sacraments are 
present? Can I identify Catholic 
Values? How does it lead me to 

Heaven?

Applicat ion
What does it call me to do in my 

life? How can I love God and 
Jesus more? How can I love my 

neighbour more?

* Elizabeth - gave birth to a son
* The Lord had shown great 
kindness 
* Neighbours and relations shared 
Elizabeth's joy
* On the eighth day they 
circumcised the child (explained 
as a religious or cultural ritual for 
boys)
* Zechariah 
* No-one in your family has that 
name
* made signs to his father
* Zechariah wrote on a writing 
tablet -'His name is John'.
* His speech returned 
* Was talked about in the country 
of Judea
* 'What will this child turn out to 
be?' 
* John lived in the wilderness
* He appeared openly to Israel 

* He spoke and praised God
* The hand of the Lord was with 
him
* John's spirit matured 
* John was to preach about the 
Kingdom of God and prepare the 
people for the Messiah's coming.
* John prepares the way
* Baptism 
* CV 1: Positive view of life
* CV 2: Community and Common 
Good 
* CV 5: Sacramentality 
* CV 6: Reconciliation 

(CV = Catholic Values) 

* Be aware of those less fortunate 
than us
* Help those we can
* Trust in God's plan for us
* Respond to God's calling 

The Senses of Scripture 
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ANNUAL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
St Bernadet te?s Annual Athlet ics Carnival took place on Friday 8 June at  Barton Park,  
North Parramatta. Although it  was cloudy there was no rain,  leaving us with excellent  
condit ions for physical act ivity.

Our children had a great  t ime and also competed to the best  of their abili ty. It  was great  to 
see them cheering each other on and enjoying the many events of the day. It  was also great  
to see so many of our parents and carers with us to help cheer the children on. 
Special ment ion goes to the parents who helped by taking on a job for the day.

Compet it ion was f ierce, although there of course can be only one winner. The scores for the 
day were:

4t h  place -  Fran cis 

3rd place -  Clare
2n d place -  Bern adet t e
1st  place -  M acKi l l op

Con grat ulat i on s t o M acKi l l op on  bein g t he w in n in g t eam  f or  t he day. 

We look forward to more success stories when our Zone Athlet ics Team competes in Term 3.
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CHILDREN' S CORNER

Year 5 

Our Chilly Canberra Adventure 
Last week Year  5 and 6 students visi ted Canber ra. Here are their  highl ights from the tr ip. 

Georga 
I liked Questacon. I did the Free Fall and it was scary and fun at the same time and there were so many fun things to do. 

Aaliyah 
I liked the War Memorial because you got to feel a deep, real appreciation for soldiers and others who have served our 
country in wars. Everything in the War Memorial was original, so it really makes you understand more about what they 
went through in war. 

Amelia & Jessie 
We both really loved the AIS (Australian Institute of Sport) because we liked how they train in the different 
facilit ies. We also liked how we got to have a turn in a simulator, trying different sports. We liked how we saw the 
athletes train including a Commonwealth Games gold medalist gymnast. We saw cool statues outside that were 
from different sports. 

Damon 
My highlight from Canberra was Questacon because there were lots of hands on activities to do. Also, we learnt 
lots of new facts about Science. We got to go on all of the levels. 

Takara 
My highlight was Parliament House because I didn?t know things like the Senate had red exit signs. Another 
highlight was when we got to role play Government and dress up like the Usher of the Black Rod. We got the 
chance to debate a new Bill for animals be taken away from circuses. 

Daniel 
I really enjoyed the War Memorial because it was a special moment when I imagined being in the war.  

Oliver 
I enjoyed Questacon because I?ve never been there. 

Jeremy 
My highlight was going to the War Memorial because I enjoyed listening to the stories of the people in war who 
got awards.  

Gianluca 
I enjoyed going to the War Memorial because I could see the the cars and planes that they took to the wars.

Will 
I really enjoyed the A.I.S (Australian Institute of Sport) because I got to see Australian athletes.  

Jaiden 
I enjoyed the War Memorial because it was cool to see the Victorian Cross award and all the transports and 
weapons that were on display. 

Liam & Ryan W 
We both enjoyed going to the AIS (Australian Institute of Sport). We found this fun because we got to play 
games/simulators like soccer simulators and snowboarding simulators. It was also a cool experience because we 
got to watch athletes play their sport. We also found Questacon a highlight because there were fun activities for 
example the free fall and the caged lightning. 



11

Patrick N & Samuel J 
We both enjoyed the AIS because it was entertaining and we could see where athletes train. 

Melanie 
I liked the Parliament House the most. The reason was we were able to see the House of Representatives and the 
Senate, and how it works. However, I liked the role play the most at Parliament House, since you were able to 
experience it. 

Sam M 
My highlight of the trip was Questacon because it mixed up Science with fun games. There was caged lightning 
and every twenty-five minutes the lightning would go off. 

Patrick B 
I enjoyed The Electoral Commission because we learnt the process of voting someone in and actually getting to 
vote something in. I also liked the tour especially when we had to go around to different touch screens. I also 
enjoyed going to the Old Parliament House to see the old House of Representatives. 

Daniel B 
I enjoyed the War Memorial and Parliament House. I liked the War Memorial because of all the cool models of 
stuff and the time to reflect. In Parliament House I enjoyed the role plays. 

Sienna 
I enjoyed the Australian Institute of sport because we got to see a gymnast that won a gold medal at the 
Commonwealth Games and we saw the gymnasts train. It was soooo cool and a once in a lifetime experience.

Mia 
I thought Parliament House was fascinating since my group had the Senate as our topic in History. We were able 
to see the Senate and the House of Representatives. We learnt about the mace and the black rod which is the 
symbol for each house. Now I know how laws are created.  

Lily 
My favourite place on the excursion was the Australian Institute of Sport because we got to have 40 minutes of 
playing games and we got to see real athletes perform their sport. 

Isabella 
I enjoyed going to Questacon because my friends and I got to conquer our fear of heights by going on the Free 
Fall. 
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EXTRA CURRICULUM

BOYS'  SOCCER GALA DAY 
Our Year 5 and 6 boys at tended the annual Stage 3 Boys Soccer Gala Day on Tuesday 19 June. 
The weather was very poor overnight ,  so we were very lucky that  the day went  ahead!  

Both of our teams played bri lliant ly in some wild and windy condit ions, w inning most  of their 
games and showing excellent  sportsmanship at  all t imes. Thank you to the parents who gave 
their t ime to drive children to and from the venue, your support  helps to make these days 
a success. Special thanks to our wonderful coaches, Andrea M, Fynn M and Frank T. 

 

At the end of the day our Year 5 boys narrowly m issed out  on victory by 1 point  to take second place, 
while our Year 6 boys were victorious, also by a single point !  

Congratulat ions to our successful Stage 3 teams on a great  day, both on and off  the f ield!  
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       Premiers Reading Challenge 2018
Congratulations to these enthusiastic readers who have completed the 
Premiers Reading Challenge in record time. They completed at 15 
books from the PRC Reading List and 5 free choice books, a total of 20 
books.  

Thomas F - Kinder       Lucy F - Year 2         Tracey L - Year 3       

  Heidi S - Year 3          Samuel F - Year 4       Melanie M - Year 5

To all the other students who are still reading, the reading challenge 
closes on Friday 31 August. 

All reading records must be entered online onto the PRC website
 by this date.

Enjoy your reading!

New  Sout h  Wales Cat hol i c Pr im ary 
Cross Coun t ry Carn i val  (NSWCPCCC)

On Friday 15 June, St  Bernadet te?s was represented by two of our f inest  distance runners at  
the New South Wales Catholic Primary Cross Country Carnival. This carnival is for the 
children who successfully placed in the top 8 at  the Diocesan Cross Country,  pit t ing them 
against  the best  distance runners in all NSW Catholic Primary Schools. 

Congratulat ions to Amelia N and Heidi S, who did so well to reach this high level of  
compet it ion!
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COM M UNITY NEWS

St Patr i ck 's M ar i st  Col l ege, D u n das ar e n ow  tak i n g en r olm en ts

f or  ch i l d r en  cu r r en t ly  i n  Year  5 w i sh i n g to en r ol  f or  20 20 .

Please return your World Youth Day Panama  Raffle 
tickets whether they are sold or unsold to school by 

Fr iday 29t h June, 2018. 

P & F NEWS

PI ZZA M EAL DEAL 
We will be having our Pizza Meal Deal day on Friday 29 June 2018.

Please remember to return your order and payment by Monday 25th June 2018 

so you don't miss out! 

PARISH 
There w il l  be a Conf irm at ion  Inform at ion evening for  parent s/ carers on Fr iday 29t h 
June at  6:45pm  in t he hall of  St  Bernadet t e?s Cat holic  Pr im ary School, for  t hose 
int erest ed in enroll ing t heir  children in t he Conf irm at ion program . Conf irm at ion is for  
t hose in Year  6 or  above. Conf irm at ion dat e is 28t h Sept em ber , 2018. Please cont act  
t he Par ish Of f ice 9871 4414  for  m ore inform at ion.

Frances Zore  - Sacramental Co- ordinator. 

THE MUSIC BUS 
Announcem ent : Term  3 Music Bus Enrolm ent s Now Open
The Music Bus are now t ak ing new st udent  enrolm ent s for  Term  3. The program  is 
open for  all st udent s f rom  Kindy t o Year  6. Running weekdays at  school. The Music Bus 
have l im it ed availabil i t y in Singing, Keyboard, Guit ar , Drum  and Ukulele and so it  is 
advised t o enrol asap.  
 
The Music Bus is a wonder ful m usic program  t hat  m any of  our  st udent s are already 
enjoying ? a br i l l iant  and cost -ef fect ive way for  st udent s t o get  fun and specialist  
m usic lessons w it hout  parent s having t o t ravel al l  over  t he area af t er  school. Cost  of  
lessons is only $16 per  week (Drum s $18).
 
If  you?re int erest ed in your  child having m usic lessons t hrough The Music Bus, check  
out  t heir  websit e at  www.t hem usicbus.com .au or  call 1300 168 742.  

https://themusicbus.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=340c02399f5a0e15f9b6d0678&id=d78494b5ee&e=fb2b1f5d27
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 Friday, July 06, 2018

Dear Parishioners of St Bernadette Church, 

We are delighted to invite you to see and purchase handmade religious articles made by the Sisters of St. Elisabeth 
Convent (Belarus). 

The exposition will take place on Friday, July 06, 2018.

The Sisterhood of Saint Elisabeth was founded in 1996. For more than 15 years our sisters have been rendering 
spiritual, social and financial support to the sick and the suffering at the National Psychiatric Clinic, the boarding home 
for children with special needs and mentally challenged adults, a TB clinic. 

In recent years a rehabilitation centre for the homeless, drug and alcohol addicts, ex-prisoners was established 20 
miles away from the Convent. About 200 residents live here today. Many lost and struggling people get a chance to 
tackle their problems and start a new life with God.

A rehabilitation facility for females was established in 2012. Women released from jail, the homeless and mentally 
challenged women stay there. Today there are 11 women and one toddler at this farmstead.

To help these people workshops were established on the grounds of the Convent. Many of these sick people have a 
possibility to express themselves in art for God working together with the nuns and sisters and making beautiful articles 
(hand painted icons, crosses, crucifixes, woodcarvings, embroidered and ceramic gifts, vestments). 

All these goods are made with love and prayer and bring blessing to home. You will support many people in need by 
purchasing items of devotions for yourselves and your beloved ones. 

With deep gratitude and love in Christ, 
Sisters of St Elisabeth

AROUND THE DIOCESE


